Survival after myocardial infarction caused by acute left main coronary artery occlusion: case report and review of the literature.
We report a 44-year-old white male presenting with an acute anterior myocardial infarction. Cardiac catheterization at 2 weeks postinfarction revealed total occlusion of the left main coronary artery. There was a normal dominant right coronary artery supplying moderate collaterals to the left coronary system. The patient was managed with conservative therapy and was N.Y.H.A. functional class II on followup 2 years later. A review of the literature relative to myocardial infarction caused by acute left main coronary artery occlusion is presented, and unique features of these cases are described.